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Bigger
housing

role for
councils

BACKLOG: Six towns to
run RDP programmes

THOBANI NGQULUNGA

MSUNDUZIand five other mu-
nicipalities have been given
powers to run their own RDP
housing programmes in a bid
to speed up service delivery.,

Human Settlement MEC
Ravi Pillay said yesterday the
delegation of these powers to
localgovernmeniwas aimed at
improving the delivery of low-
cost housing in the provinee.

To date, only eThekwini
Metro has powers to deliver
RDP houses in KwaZulu-Na-
tal, a function reserved for the
Department of Human Settle-
ments.

Pillay said restricting this
function only to one entity (the
Human Settlements Depart-
ment) had slowed down deliv-
ery and created huge back-
logs.

“We have come to sign the
implementation protocol with
the six high-capacity munici-
palities that have qualified for
acereditation in terms of the
acereditation framework,” he
added.

Pillay said the six municipal-
ities were assessed by an inde-
pendent  “capacity, compli-
ance assessment panel” in Oc-
tober 2011.

The five other accredited
municipalities are Newcastle,

Emnambithi-Ladysmith, Hi-
biscus Coast, kwaDukuza and
ublhlathuze.

Msunduzi and Hibiscus
Coast were granted level one
status, which gives them pow-
ersonly to plan settlements but
not build, while the other four
received both level one and
level two accreditation, giving
them powers to plan and de-
velop areas.

Atotal of B34,8 million has
been budgeted, of which
Msunduzi will get B13 million,
for the municipalities toimple-
ment the project.

Pillay warned the six munic-
ipalities that the accreditation
certificates  could be  with-
drawn if they performed poor-
ly.

Howewver, his department
would continue to monitor the
performance of municipalities
in this regard.

“The municipalities will be
required to report monthly,
quarterly and annually re-
garding the performance and
progressoftheir human settle-
ments projects,” he said.

Municipal manager Mxolisi
Nkosi said Pillay's announce-
ment was good news because
Msunduzi could now fast-
track housing development.
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